Motorcycle Tracking – what’s it all about?

What is a ‘tracking’ system?

This is an electronic device, which is attached to a vehicle and enables either the owner or a third party to locate the vehicle in question. This may be done by a variety of means, GPS (satellites, typical accuracy 5m) being the most common, GSM (the mobile phone network, typical accuracy 1000m) or other means, such as the vehicle transmitting a unique radio signal. 

For years now you have been able to buy a ‘tracking’ system for cars, commercials and plant equipment.

The motorcycle market has not really evolved for a number of reasons – 

Technical:
making the system small and robust, along with low power consumption.

Marketing:
the quantities being fitted were simply not large enough to attract investment from the manufacturers of car systems.

Demand:
insurance companies have not put any emphasis on having a tracking system fitted to a bike.

So what is happening now?

Using the car and commercial thefts as a ‘barometer’ for how the motorcycle market will be treated by your insurance underwriters, there is a growing menace facing every single vehicle owner.

YOU are the weakest link, and force may be used to take charge of your vehicle whilst you are driving / riding. Thankfully this is uncommon, but a larger problem is evolving  - key theft. Again, the owner is often the weakest link in the security chain and car/ bike keys are often left by the front door or near a window, overnight. A simple operation through your letter box or cat flap, involving the use of a telescopic magnetic recovery tool or coat hanger, will see a thief driving away with your car and probably part of your life! Office keys, spare keys and neighbours keys may be taken in one easy move!

Prevention is always better…!

Security is an ever-changing market. You block one avenue for a thief, and they find a way around the hurdle. This is a classic example and so you need to change your security accordingly. Alarms and immobilisers have done such a good job that it is now very difficult to quickly overcome a bike fitted with one without making a lot of noise. For this reason
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alarmed / immobilised bikes are often stolen using a van. Add this to the key thefts which are on the increase and we reckon you will agree that a tracking system is starting to make sense.

Alarms are being outlawed because of their contribution to noise pollution (however we have plenty of owners who would have had bikes stolen, were it not for the alarm having been fitted!) and with the new wave of bikes being fitted with immobilisers, it is quite likely that insurance companies will start to support ‘locating and recovery devices’ for high value motorcycles.

Listen to the specialist, not the sales blurb…

Ultimately, you choose who you listen to. What we say is please listen to us and make an informed choice.

Plenty of tracking systems on the market are robbed from other vehicles and their specification may not be suitable. Does the company selling the system have a bike pedigree, or are they jumping on the bandwagon?

You also need to be aware of the different operating systems – do you wait until you notice the bike missing before you commence the recovery process, or will the black box do it for you? Will the system operate in the back of a van, the likely method of stealing your bike? Who actually sees where the bike is – you via a PC / Internet connection or a SOC (Secure Operation Centre)? Are you buying for the future or are you going to be left with a worthless electronic box in 12 months time when you come to re-insure?

Most important of all, are you aware that THATCHAM CATEGORY 5 is the most stringent approval level; affecting not only the hardware, but also the VSIB (vehicle Systems Installation Board) approved company, which installs it?

If CAT 5 were not important, why would both www.thatcham.org and www.vsib.co.uk feature it so prominently on their home page?

Peak Motorcycle Security is the first and only motorcycle Specialist Company to apply for category 5, and our target date for full approval is Jan 1sst 2005. We will publicise this on the ‘news’ section of our website.

If you are a prospective purchaser, or a specifier (e.g. insurance broker,) please ask to see our list of commercial tracking system recommendations and prices.

This circular is copyright Peak Motorcycle Security. If you wish to use it in publications or features of any kid, please ask our permission first. Thank You.

